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With rdference te Embassy's Despatch No. 398 of April 10, 
1950, entitled “Zvents and Press Comment Surrounding Otser 
vance of Sedond Anniversary of Gaitan's Assagsination,* | 
have the honor to report that Conservative EL Sigiy ccatin ed 

rf the 2 " 


te editorialize during the week following anniversary on 
the importance of revelations by Rear Admiral HILLENKCETEH, 
made before |a Congressional Investigating Committes, conca: tie 
ng Commuaidt involvement in the assassination cof Liberal 

der, Jorge Eliecer GAITTAN. The Liberal Presa countered 
with its ows versies cf the event, and attempted to shew tat 
E} 33. was trying to deceive public opinion with a cfc sion 
ary attack, | However some Liberal papers did agree thet th- 
Liberal investigators had not done a thorough Jeb. 


There are enclosed editorials from El Siglo of ‘pri: i, 
L2 and tT aegis respectively, “And the Admiral?", "haiotior 
A.G." and "The Conspiracy of the Misters". Im each of that ve 
articles there is developed the thesis that Gaitda war co. 
spiring with “international agents of Moscow" in prepetsti a 
for a Liberal uprising to take place in Bogoté during the 
when Gaitdn was ferced te meks 
a public statemeat regarding the attack on the Ecuadorés. — 
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Ambassador, 


own fellow 


he chose to repudiate this attack ard any cth4~ 


iberale and the Communists, who alone etact t¢ galm 


attempt ow Liberal the Conference, and vas eliminated by his 
from a pepular wprising at that time. 


cad vente uses the statements made by Admiral Fiit ons) rier 
tem 


im an at t te show that the Liberal investigeters cr! 5 ewrately 
overlooed these clues for fear of implicating their own party 
end revealing the then existing collaboration betwena ti 
Libsral party and international Communism. 


It is at least possible that 6his attack against the «iber- 
al party was net entirely inspired by the occasion of ths 


Sprii 9th getter but was scaleulated to fulfil « ~ ssle 
purpose im Conservative strategy. Om the one hand, U Pita ds 


with the current Conservative campaign against “impua ss ' Tor 
political ey eeces Qn the cther hand, it might, ty di atiting 
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certain radical vlemeste in the Liberal Farty, bord te further 
widen the incipiest eplit, im Liberal ranks and prepare the way 
for sollsborsetion between rightis: Liberal elements and the 
Conservative Party, 


The Departaent will mote that Bl Siglo hag ix svesy cade 


uiehed accurately the statements of Admiral Hillerkseter, ‘sa: 
it alse will reeall that nis atatements were based om ubtonfirmed 


LPB 


: The Giberal press has replied to the attacks of Ee feeb 
slong party linec, and Lx considerable volume, Only #ith o#3 
to the original hsnadling of the investigation by Ur. Hi 


Lo | > t PEE b8 
 « SORUAM dim@asa dié any of the Liberal pupers disamree. Ja farnade 
4f om April Li pabliesed an article headed "The Galtnm Case wig F a 


ey a . 


4“ im which At eriticized rather bouitis the asmmer 


a iawediately following the assegsination. i) bape nagar, 
Sf om April 13, goublizhed an tnterwiew with Dr. dard.am reaycag bo 
thease aseertions, in which he decieared thet on ote: baat 

investigation he felt "she assassination af Gal Weg -di 

ae Both La Joerpada und El Tiempo om April ih 43 epaeLinl taig 
flew, wick Hi Teepe citing the spinton of dudge Mrenelioco de d, 
GULMAB, to whem Jordan referred the. case in accoriance wba 
Colombian Law. 


Im additiom to accusing Bl ef ete enn erie te «bacaive 
public opinion, Liberal papers brought out the followlag priscipel 
points te counter the Conservative argument: 1) autherisation 

for social seturity payments te one Iameel ROA Sierra accrulag 

by reason of services in the National Pelice (it is chained toat 
Ismael snd duen Rea are the same, and it ia peinted uvt shat the 
National Police were contrelled by the Conserwative Adatil st cation 
prior to Aprti 9}, 2) the nwaber of the revolver used by tae, 

which correspender to one confiseated sbertly privr te foil & 

by the Butional "olice, emd 3) ewidemee that Congerwati¢s Apatite 
jatration decLectives were at. one time conducting « sepacate 
investigation bebind the back of the judga of fici ally jpn a pe 
the investigation. Other minor pelmts are browshs oul, tethering 
neainly to letters waening Gait&m of impending danger, O¢ } ax eho 
diary articles ia crovieclal papers threatening tie “ills of! Gaitém. 
it is perhaps worth mentioning that the Liberal Papert, bo & tbeape= 


ting to implicate the Congervwative Party througa che bagicel 
Police, averlook the Fact that the National Folica cevobted. pa 
mauge in the couri of the disturbances of April 3. 
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Costeibutica of the United States to the Proacecrinae Teg. mitiog, 
the Kinth of Apeil?*", it gave a detailed rawiew af tar rope 7 


ny the United States Govermment to the letters : ageabaay oa aaah ed 
Ry ube Volowbioa tonbassy in Washingbon. Fx fii fe sea ds #8 


che yeply quoted the testimony of the former Foilsh ©) Bothy 
‘chach® Im Woaldogten, Lt. General [sider MOUDLOET. AL fF 
slea nmenticaed the letters supplicatery address: TF i)e. 


aficativg fudee te Dr. Laureand Gomé x, te which the Tattec ceplied | 
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EL Tieape cm April 13 added anether incidental poe ba bee 
igeeaeet en cri editorial entitled “investiqatiouc®, Map it 
referred te the inveatigatiom concerning the Vesth of  .sbive 
EQHAMULA, brother of the Liberal Party Presiden trl Ct ie ase, 
tsxfo ECBANDIA, whe was shet in Bogota Laat fre mber, 04 dace 
phathear £4 wight aet be convenient to intensify Lied Gace laos 
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EL SIGLO, Bogota, Colombia 
14 August 1949 


(Reprint of speech made by Dri Loureano Gomez on Colombian radio 13 August 1949). 
"Jeeethen the assassination occurred and the storm broke loose 
end caused those extraordinary and unforgettable happenings, the gravest that 
have occurred in any city of the continent, Colombian liberty, which was in 
imminent denger of shipwreck, was saved only at the last minute by the admirable 
fidelity of the army which liberated the country from communist tyranny and 
gained thereby everlasting laurels for bravery enabling us to continue to 
enjoy the sacred privilege of liberty. 


"It camnot be forgotten that there followed immediately there~ 
after a declaration made by mother unquestionable euthority, Admiral Hillen- 
koetter, Chief of the Intelligence Service of the United States, vho in an 
investigation of the Bogota incident conducted by the American Senate and 
in which he and the Intelligence Service were blamed for having permitted 
General Marshall to proceed to a city where such ocourrences could happen, 
justified his action by explaining that he did, indeed, have information of 
what was going to happen and that he had commmicated such information to 
the proper persons who should have intervened, 


"Ror reasons which were beyond his (Hillenkoetter) province, 
this information was not followed-up or it should have been determined that 
Mister G. had served as intermediary between the Russian legation and Dr. Jorge 
Eliecer Gaitan for the delivery of funds for apparent political purposes. 

This is a matter of such significance that it ties in very closely with 
previous occurrences which I had witnessed and have just related. There was 
a time when Dr. Gaitan was ready to sabotage the Conference. There was 
another time when Dr. Gaitan gave up his earlier intentions on the recom- 
mendations of the liberal members of the Colombian delegations and recommended 
that the foreign delegations be treated with great respect. Finally, there 
was the assassination which resulted in the disturbances which had been 
originally planned and published in the Communist paper of Belgrade which 
said that agents of imperialism would have to leave Bogota like ratseee. 

The declaration of Admiral Hillenkoetter bears out the facts that Gaitan 
had been prepared to give up his original plan in the interests of Colombian 
national pride and because of urgings from members of his party. In spite 
of this, his assassination was the signal for the revolution which had 

been originally planned and resulted in a blot on the pages of Colombian 
history which will never be erased even with the passing of centuries." 
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